
Plecostomus - Algae Eating Fish Care Sheet 
 

 
 
Average Adult Size: Up to 12+ inches long, depending on species 
Average Life Span: Depends on species 
Diet: Omnivore 
Minimum Aquarium Size: 20+ gallons, depending on species 
Water Temperature: 72-82°F 
Experience Level: Intermediate  
 
Diet 
A well-balanced pleco diet consists of: 

 Algae and sinking algae wafers 
 Supplement with raw zucchini or cucumbers as a treat once or twice a week. 

Raw vegetables should be anchored near the bottom of the aquarium. 
 
Feeding 
Things to remember when feeding your pleco: 

 Feed daily 
 Typically feeds at night 
 Some plecos require driftwood as part of their diet 

 
Housing 

 Keep in an appropriate size aquarium; provide proper filtration to maintain 
health. Acrylic aquariums are not recommended for large plecos as they will 
scratch the acrylic. Driftwood is commonly used to maintain pH at slightly acidic 
levels. 



 Stable water quality, water temperature, and pH levels are critical to the health 
of the invertebrate. If you are unsure of your water quality come see us for your 
free water testing. 

 
Characteristics 
Spend most of the time on the bottom or hanging from the side of the aquarium. They 
attach to glass, rocks, and other hard surfaces with their mouths. Very territorial 
towards other plecos, and will uproot or eat most live plants. Primarily nocturnal (active 
at night). 
 
Habitat Maintenance 
Daily: Check filter, water temperature and other equipment. 
Weekly: Check water quality at least once a week. 
Monthly: Change 10-25% of the total volume of water every 2-4 weeks, or as needed. 
Introduce new inhabitants to the aquarium gradually. 
 
Compatibility 
Can be kept with community fish; keep only one pleco per tank. 
 
Signs of a Healthy Fish 

 Clear eyes 
 Remains on or near the bottom of the tank 
 Eats vigorously 
 Attaches to the side of the aquarium or décor 

 
Avoid overcrowded conditions; they are a major cause of stress and disease. Maintain 
good water quality with regular water changes and adequate filtration. 
 
Needed supplies are: 

 Appropriate size aquarium 
 Appropriate food, dry and frozen 
 Décor 
 Water conditioner 

 Filter 
 Water test kit 
 Full spectrum lighting - T5 recommended 
 Net 
 Thermometer 

 Freshwater substrate 
 Heater 
 Hydrometer 
 Airstone 
 Air pump 

 


