
Goldfish & Koi Care Sheet 
 

 
 

Average Adult Size: 5 inches to 3 feet long, depending on species 
Average Life Span: Up to 60+ years with proper care 
Diet: Omnivore 
Minimum Aquarium Size: 20+ gallons, depending on species 
Water Temperature: 64-75°F 
Experience Level: Beginner/Intermediate 
 
These were the first fish species successfully bred in captivity on a large scale. Goldfish 
and koi can grow quite large. Despite popular believe, goldfish do not grow to the size 
of their tank. 
 
Diet 
A well-balanced goldfish or koi diet consists of: 

 Flake, pellet, frozen or freeze dried foods 
 Goldfish and koi need more carbohydrates than other freshwater fish; feed them 

foods specifically formulated for goldfish and koi 
 
Feeding 
Things to remember when feeding your goldfish or koi: 

 Feed small amounts once a day, only as much as they can consume in 3-5 
minutes 

 Thaw frozen foods before feeding 
 
 



Housing 

 Keep in an appropriate size aquarium or pond; goldfish or koi are not 
recommended for tropical aquariums 

 Stable water quality, water temperature, and pH levels are critical to the health 
of your fish 

If you are unsure of your water quality come see us for your free water testing. 
 
Characteristics 
Create more waste than other fish of comparable size, and require better filtration. 
Can get their oxygen from the water’s surface. Colour patterns on multicoloured 
goldfish or koi may change throughout lifetime; they will often lose black markings as 
they grow. 
 
Habitat Maintenance 
Daily: Check filter, water temperature and other equipment 
Weekly: Check water quality at least once a week 
Monthly: Change 10-25% of the total volume of water every 2-4 weeks, or as needed. 
Introduce new inhabitants to the aquarium gradually. 
 
Compatibility 
Compatible with cold water community fish that can tolerate lower temperatures. Can 
be kept singly or in schools if tank or pond is large enough. 
 
Signs of a Healthy Fish 

 Clear eyes 
 Healthy appetite 
 Active swimming 
 Regular breathing 

 
Avoid overcrowded conditions; they are a major cause of stress and disease. Maintain 
good water quality with regular water changes and adequate filtration. 
 
Needed supplies are: 

 Appropriate size aquarium 
 Appropriate food, dry and frozen 

 Décor 
 Water conditioner 
 Filter 
 Water test kit 
 Full spectrum lighting - T5 recommended 
 Net 

 Thermometer 
 Freshwater substrate 
 Heater 
 Hydrometer 
 Airstone 

 Air pump 



Here are a few goldfish we carry... 
 

Ryukin 
 

 
 

 
Bubble Eye 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Pearlscale 
 

 
 

Calico Fantail 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Pom Pom Eye 
 

 
 

 


